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Current Japanese historical studies of colonial Taiwan tend to depict the Taiwanese
as a homogeneously oppressed people, and neglect both the complex process of
interaction among Taiwanese and its influence on society. Women in particular were
regarded as the most powerless of Taiwanese people. However, I argue that, despite
being under oppression, Taiwanese women have changed the structure of society and
acted as autonomous agency, limited as they were.

In this paper, I first will clarify the policy of Shojo-kai (Maiden’s Association)
executed by Japanese colonizers as part of the acculturation policy in Taiwan. Next,
I will discuss the social backgrounds of people involved in Shojo-kai, which consisted
of some Taiwanese local elite, a Japanese principal of elementary school, a leader of
Shojo-kai (a female teacher), some Shojo-kai members (girls who graduated from an
elementary school) and their parents. Finally I will analyze the process of interaction
among them.
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